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Flint Hills Kansas Burning



· Minimize or prevent smoke impacts to protect public 
health and welfare, including visibility;

· Establish a collaborative approach among air agencies 
and burners that increases the effectiveness of the smoke 
management program;

· Provide increased opportunities for managed burning 
both on federal lands to reduce fuel loads and 
potentially catastrophic wildfires, and on agricultural 
lands to allow crop waste to be removed without 
adverse air quality impacts.

What are the objectives of the proposed 
Title 17 Guidelines?
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916-322-6014 
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760-872-8211



Addressing Fire in California’s Programs

 California’s air quality and climate goals

• Meeting air quality standards

• Improving visibility

• Reducing short-lived climate pollutants

• Achieving greenhouse gas reduction targets

 Reflect mutual objectives of protecting public
health and ensuring healthy and resilient forests



Current Wildfire Trends
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The Lion 
Naturally 
Ignited Fire

Monthly distribution of RX burned acres for SJV (2010-2014) (Fresno and Tulare 

counties accounted for about 70% of the SJV totals) 



11

Lion Fire

Detected 7/8/11

7/9/11 – Fire at 8 acres. SMS submitted
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Lion Fire 7/28/11 - 28 tons/acre?



View of the spot fire after it crossed the Little Kern 
heading west into Soda creek.  7/20/11 – 5200 acres. 



7-31-2011 @12:17 PM Smoke in Kernville 211 ug-m3









1. Integrating air quality information and recommendations from air quality jurisdictions into 
management strategies and decisions.

2. Maximizing our understanding of air quality, community smoke exposure, and relationships 
to suppression strategies.

3. Contributing Federal LMA air quality tools and technologies to the common understanding 
of air quality conditions related to fire management and documenting exceptional events.

4. Agency Administrators or their designees will be responsible for the coordination with local 
air quality jurisdictions. A priority will be put on pre-season dialogue.

5. The daily 1300 smoke call for principal coordination at a state-wide and multi-jurisdictional 
level.

6. Where appropriate, negotiate the payment of fees that recover the costs for a reasonable 
program as stipulated in the Clean Air Act.

STATEMENT OF INTENT 2011 



July 16, 2011 
1. Management Action Point (MAP) 1

Condition

If poor dispersion conditions are forecast: A strong high pressure ridge with an easterly flow 
pattern, strong down sloping flow pattern, or a very weak transport flow develops or is forecast to 
develop and either is expected to last more than 72 hours and average fire spread during that period 
can be reasonably expected to exceed 100 perimeter acres per 24 hour period.

Actions
SJVUAPCD compliance and air quality analysis staff will note forecast conditions on the Fire Emissions 
Dispersion Advisory (FEDA) and contact the Lion Fire Incident Commander to discuss the current 
situation. This discussion should include:

Draft Lion Fire WFDSS Smoke Management 
Action Points (MAPs)     





Green Mountain 

REDDING, Calif. - Whiskeytown National Recreation Area and the Shasta-

Trinity National Forest plan to hold prescribed burns starting April 3 and going 

through April 6.

Whiskeytown plans to hold their burn within the East Boundary Project along 

the Shasta Divide. They hope to burn 66 acres of pine and oak woodland over 

the three day period.

In the Shasta-Trinity National Forest officials plan to burn areas on Green 

Mountain, north of the Jones Valley area and northeast of the City of Shasta 

Lake. They are looking to burn up to 1400 acres on Green Mountain, which is 

located around seven miles north of Redding.

Officials say that the project start date is dependent upon several factors, 

such as favorable weather and site conditions. Fire Managers will be 

evaluating conditions and working with the Air Quality Management District to 

ensure compliance with air quality regulations and health and safety 

conditions.
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Appendix G
June 1, 2011

Recommendations for Further Communication Protocol Development

•    A statewide cooperative strategy and more detailed analysis of data and attributes that 
could be useful in documenting exceptional events should be developed.

•    A better defined conflict resolution approach should be considered. This discussion 
should include how to proceed when weather forecasts or smoke impacts result in a 

“No-Go” determination, or when a smoke plan is not re-validated.

•    LMAs should coordinate naturally ignited fire risk with all other regional LMAs to 
achieve regional land management goals while minimizing smoke/emission impacts. A 
LMA group dealing will multiple natural ignitions from a regional prospective should 
be developed.

•    A joint education and communication strategy should be developed.

•    A way to successfully reintroduce fire to areas that have not been burned in over 
hundred years should be developed.

•    IASC should be used to work through these and other issues.



This is our Opportunity

The public is most likely to support an increase in pace 
and scale when they understand the benefits!


